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What about fertilizers?
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Celebrating fertilizer as one of the 
most important inventions of our 
time, which has saved billions from 
famine and will continue to feed 
the world for decades to come.



Fertilizers have changed the world. Now an 

integral part of our our agriculture, they account 

for 50% of global food production and have 

improved economic standards in poverty-stricken 

areas around the world. However, the world’s 

population has tripled over the past fi fty years 

and is expected to increase by one billion in the 

coming decade, exceeding 8 billion by 2025. How 

can we ensure that agricultural technology and 

practices keep pace with this, enabling us to feed 

our growing world?

In the 1960s, one hectare of land fed two people. 

By 2025, we know that same hectare of land 

will need to feed fi ve. Growing suffi cient food 

for billions of people sustainably, and on limited 

resources, can only be done through the intelligent 

use of fertilizers and investment in developing 

innovative agricultural technologies. 

Global Fertilizer Day marks the anniversary of 

Fritz Haber’s discovery of ammonia synthesis 

in 1909, which sowed the seeds for the Green 

Revolution of the early 20th century and lifted 

millions out of poverty and famine. We celebrate 

this day to raise awareness of fertilizer as one of 

the most important inventions of our time – saving 

billions from famine, reducing poverty and offering 

the key to sustainably feeding our population into 

the future. 

As solutions to food shortages become increasingly 

vital, we hope this initiative will grow and develop 

into a driving force for the industry.

WEDNESDAY, 12 OCTOBER

Morning   Arrival: London Luton Airport/London 
Heathrow Airport

11:00 - 11:30  Welcome coffee

11:30 - 12:15   Welcome speech by Achim Dobermann, 
Director of Rothamsted Research Centre

12:15 - 13:00  Lunch in the conference centre

13:00 - 15:00   Walking tour of the Rothamsted Research 
Centre’s fi eld trials

15:00 - 17:00  Workshop: tour of the centre’s facilities

17:00 - 18:00  Journey to London

19:30 - 22:00  Dinner

THURSDAY, 13 OCTOBER

Morning  Arrive to conference site: The Farmers’ Club

10:00 - 11:00   Going Forward: Where are we heading with 
products and technology?

    Q&A round table with executives of fertilizer 
production companies and agriculture 
specialists

12:30 - 14:00  Lunch in central London

14:30 - 15:30  Tour of London: London Eye
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Fertilizers account for 50% of 

global food production.

 In 1960, one hectare of land 

fed two people. In 2025, one 

hectare of land will feed fi ve. 

Fritz Haber discovered how 

to synthesize ammonia from 

air and in 1918, was awarded 

the Nobel prize in chemistry 

Fertilizers feed plants for 

better, healthier, stronger 

yields that can feed the world 

for centuries to come.

50%



Rothamsted Research Centre is the longest running agricultural 
research station in the world, providing cutting-edge science 
and innovation for nearly 170 years.

Their mission is to deliver the knowledge and new practices 
to increase crop productivity and quality, and to develop 
environmentally sustainable solutions for food and energy 
production.

No single approach can deliver sustainable agriculture with high 
productivity and value. A broad perspective that encompasses 
the whole plant system is needed and a careful balance of 
approaches is required. Rothamsted integrates biotechnology 
with other areas of science, such as agronomy and agro-ecology, 
so that both existing and new knowledge can be implemented 
through agricultural practice.

Their strength, therefore, lies in their integrated, multidisciplinary 
approach to research in plant and soil science.
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